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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

Mutare – Fresh evidence of serious 
corruption and interference in the day 
to day operations of the Mutare City 
Council by Ignatius Chombo have been 
unearthed with the Zanu PF politician 
barring the city council from selling 
council land worth US$1. 7million.

A report released in Mutare this week 
shows that the city council wanted to 
sell Meikles Park in the central business 
district for US$1. 7million to Anjin 
diamond mine but Chombo blocked 
the move and directed that the diamond 
mining company be given the council 
land for free.

Anjin, a Chinese company, which 
has diamond mining operations in 
Manicaland wants to construct a hotel 
and shopping complex at the prime site 
for no payment.

The open undeveloped space measures 
1.7 hectares.

The move by Chombo has adversely 
affected the city’s ability to deliver 
essential services to its residents and 
businesses.

For years Chombo has been implicated 
in massive looting of council land 
across the country with serious doubts 
on how the former university lecturer 
has acquired such obscene wealth since 
his appointment in government in 1999.

On 16 September 2011, the Mutare City 
Council passed a resolution as follows;  
“In order to safeguard the interests 
of the City of Mutare, and as such do 
resolve that no individual or group of 
individuals sign or cause to release the 
ownership of city land known as Meikles 
Park, from the city council, to anyone or 
group of people or company, until such 
a time that this council, in full council 
meeting, with every elected councillor 
present, acknowledges full payment, 
either in cash or the equivalent value 
in State land acceptable to this council, 
within the city’s boundaries.  Transfer 
of said land precedes the release of 
Meikles Park and the value stipulated is 
US$1. 7million.”

The report said the city council passed 
the resolution referred to above in order 
to protect itself from a situation where  
it would be forced to surrender Meikles 
Park without being simultaneously 
compensated for  loss of the park.

However, Chombo despite the council’s 
resolutions directed the Mayor of 
Mutare, Brian James to handover 
Meikles Park to Anjin and its military 
partners.  Chombo did not give reasons 
for the directives. 

“The minister has therefore set in 

motion a process which will result in 
Anjin acquiring prime council land for 
no payment,” the report says.

The emergence of Manicaland as a 
diamond-mining province after the 
discovery of diamonds in 2006 has 
transformed Mutare into an economic 
powerhouse in Zimbabwe.  The 
increased economic activity in Mutare 
has attracted widespread interest in 
its real estate with property prices 
experiencing a sharp increase in value.  
This rise in real estate value of Mutare 
properties, has not escaped the attention 
of Chombo.

“Since March 2010, Chombo has 
interfered in the administrative issues 
of Mutare City Council in the same 
manner that he has done with elected 
councils throughout the country.

“Chombo has issued directives, 
instructing the city council to allocate 
land to the individuals and business 
entities that are politically connected 
to his political party (Zanu PF) not 
withstanding the council’s objectives to 
such directives,” the report says.

In its investigations, the report notes 
that when the elected MDC councillors 
came into office in July 2008, three 
months after their election into office, 
the town clerk Obert Muzawazi, ran the 
affairs of the city unsupervised.

“When council business commenced, 
the new council unearthed several 
anomalies and procedural irregularities 
over the commission’s conduct of 
council affairs.  In particular, the new 
council discovered the following;

• The commission had put aside 
council land in favour of the 
members of the commission, the 
town clerk and senior council 
officials in contravention of the 
Urban Council’s Act.  The town 
clerk could not produce to council, 
any minute or resolution passed by 
the commission authorising such 
alienation of land.

• Members of the commission were 
awarded exit packages, which 
were not backed by any resolution.  
The packages included; a 
residential stand and commercial 
plot, provision of a council house, 
free rates for eight months, a 
council vehicle, and provision of 
four months wages for each year 
“served”.

“In light of Minister Chombo’s personal 
acquisition of property in other cities 
such as Harare, there is a real possibility 
that some property belonging to Mutare 
City Council may be acquired by him in 
his personal capacity.

“This means that, Chombo is abusing 
his office to cover up for the corrupt, 
illegal and improper actions of the 
commission.  This is not a Mutare issue 
alone but rather an issue, which is found 
in all local authorities, which have 
been run by commissions prior to the 
formation of the inclusive government,” 
the investigation notes.

Muzawazi through the protection of 
Chombo has been blocking independent 
advisors to carry out an in-depth and 
thorough analysis into the city council’s 
financial affairs.

“The city council therefore has been 
running without a budget for a period 
of about three years,” the report notes.

Below is the list of some of the 
properties linked to Chombo;

•4 Toyota Land Cruisers, •3 Mercedes 
Benzes, •Mahindra, •2 Nissan Wolfs, 
•1 Toyota Vigo, •1 Mazda BT-50, •1 
Bus, •1 Nissan Hardbody, •1 Toyota 
Hilux, •2 Glen View houses, •2 flats 
in Queensdale, •A property in Katanga 
Township, •Stand Number 1037 Mount 
Pleasant Heights, •4 Norton business 
stands, •3 Chinhoyi business stands, •4 
Banket business stands, •1 commercial 
stand in Epworth, •2 residential stands 
in Chirundu, •4 commercial stands in 
Kariba, •1 stand in Ruwa, •1 stand in 

Chinhoyi, •2 stands in Mutare, •2 stands 
in Binga, •4 stands in Victoria Falls, •1 
stand in Zvimba Rural, •Chitungwiza 
(two residential and two commercial 
stands), •Beitbridge (four stands), 
•20 stands in Crow Hill, Borrowdale, 
•10 stands in Glen Lorne, •2 flats at 
Eastview Gardens (B319 and B320), 
•1 flat at San Sebastian Flats in the 
Avenues, Harare, •Number 79 West 
Road, Avondale, •Greendale house, 
•Number 36 Cleveland Road, Milton 
Park, •Number 135 Port Road, Norton, 
•2 Bulawayo houses, •Number 18 Cuba 
Rd, Mount Pleasant, •Number 45 Basset 
Crescent, Alexandra Park, •2 Chegutu 
houses, •1Glen Lorne house (Harare), 
•2 houses (Victoria Falls), •Stand along 
Simon Mazorodze Road, •Norton (one 
stand), •Avondale (two stands), •365 
Beverly House (one stand) •Bulawayo 
(three stands) and •Mica Point Kariba 
(one stand).

Meanwhile, Chombo is trying to block 
debate by Parliament of the proposed 
Urban Councils Amendment Bill.  

The Bill was presented to the House of 
Assembly by Hon. Tangwara Matimba 
the MP for Buhera Central and was 
tabled before Parliament last week and 
is due for second reading this week.

The proposed Urban Councils 
Amendment Bill seeks to bring a number 

of changes to the Urban Councils 
Act among them to repeal Section 
4 that provides for the appointment 
of special interest councillors by the 
minister. Chombo has been using 
Section 4 to bring into office Zanu PF 
losing councillors as special interest 
councillors.  

The Bill further seeks to amend 
Section 80 by inserting a section 
that required the minister to consult 
Parliament’s portfolio committee on 
Local Government before appointing 
caretakers’s terms of office to 90 days 
without the possibility of renewal. 

Chombo in fresh fraud charges 

Finance Minister, Tendai Biti has said 
there is no budget to finance the holding 
of elections this year. 

The Minister said this at a news 
conference held to announce the state 
of the economy as at 12 February 2012 
in Harare last week. 

In his statement, Minister Biti 
highlighted that no money from 
diamond proceeds has been received by 
treasury in the last two months but was 
hoping to receive something at the end 
of March. 

He said it was pleasing to note that 
the country recorded a decline on both 
the month-on-month and year-on year 
inflation rates. Hon Biti spoke about 
economic developments in agriculture, 
revenue, infrastructure, the banking 
sector and population census. 

Responding to a question on whether 
there was money to support President 
Mugabe’s declaration that elections will 
be held this year without fail Minister 
Biti said,

“We are going to have the 
constitutional referendum and the 
national census this year. We do not 
have the money for elections, there is 
no budget for it,” Hon Biti said.

The Minister went on to say even 
the population census was under 
budgeted for and wondered where 
the deficit was going to come from.

“A sum of US37,2 million is required 
to carry out the 2012 Population 
Census. A provision of US$22 
million was made in the 2012 
National Budget for the exercise. 

The balance of US$15,2 million will 
have to be sourced, also targeting 
development partners,” said Minister 
Biti, adding that he will issue a 
Statutory Instrument in due course 
to give legal effect to the 2012 
Population Census.

MDC has made it clear that it will 
only participate in elections after 
Zanu PF agrees to the institution of 

No budget for elections: Biti
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The MDC is greatly dismayed by 
the recent illegal appointments 
and promotions effected in the 
Zimbabwe National Army by 
Zanu PF’s Robert Mugabe.  
 
These promotions are clearly against 
the spirit and provisions of the Global 
Political Agreement (GPA) signed on 
15 September 2008. 

The GPA, Section 20.1.3 (p) is very 
specific and categorical in stating that 
such appointments must be made in full 
consultation with the Prime Minister.  
 
In this regard these promotions smack 
of an intention by Mugabe and Zanu to 
further seek a patronage system as was 
the case with Douglas Nyikayaramba. 
 
The promotion of Nyikayaramba to 
the position of Major General was 
a reward for issuing treasonous and 
unconstitutional statements only 
suitable for seizing and undermining 
civilian authority in Zimbabwe. 
 
The MDC is further disturbed by 
reports that the army is recruiting and 
training unqualified Zanu PF youths 
on a massive scale across the country.  
 
The MDC is alarmed bearing in mind 
that the army was willingly used in 
2008 to perpetrate violence against 
innocent civilians seen to be advancing 
the democratic values in Zimbabwe. 
 
The electorate will be well within its 
rights to question the strengthening of 
the army at a time when thousands are 
facing starvation in the country and when 
Zimbabwe is not at war with any country.  

Where is the money for all this 
strengthening going to come from? 
Is this perhaps where the diamond 
revenue is going to instead of Treasury? 
 
The people have a right to know who 
has declared war on Zimbabwe if 
anyone, for the Defence Minister, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa to feel 
the need to recruit more soldiers 
in order to reinvigorate the army. 
 
It is clear that Zanu PF is panicking 
and wants to use the army to stop 
the smooth transfer of power when 
it is defeated in the next watershed 
elections when they are held. 
 
The MDC therefore calls upon the 
inclusive government to put pressure on 
Mugabe and Mnangagwa to desist from 
unnecessary wastage of resources in his 
quest of expanding a partisan army.

MDC supports SADC position 
on free and fair elections

The MDC has said it supports 
the position taken by SADC 
facilitator on Zimbabwe, South 
African President Jacob Zuma, on 
elections and condemns the ongoing 
public spats by senior Zanu PF 
officials on the AU, SADC and the 
SADC facilitator on Zimbabwe. 
 
In a statement, the MDC said 
Zanu PF’s Robert Mugabe and 
his senior lieutenants are making 
undiplomatic comments after calls 
by President Zuma and the South 
African government that crucial 
reforms must be put in place before 
elections are held in the country. 
 
“As the MDC, we do not want 
another farce and bloodbath 
election like what the people of 
Zimbabwe experienced in 2008 
when hundreds of MDC members 
were murdered and thousands 
displaced from their homes. 
 
“The SADC was mindful of the 2008 
fiasco that the organisation appointed 
South Africa’s President Zuma to 
find a lasting solution to the country’s 
impasse, which Zanu PF is trying 
to ignore by making inflammatory 
statements,” the MDC said. 
 
The party said it is in full support of 
calls to put in place clear measures 
that will ensure that the next 
elections are held in a free and fair 
environment. 

“The MDC, the People’s Party of 
Excellence will not get into any 
election that is characterised by 
violence.  

“We do not want a declaration of war 
on the people, we want an election. 
We condemn in the strongest terms 
such misguided behaviour and 
utterances by Zanu PF.  

Calls made by Mugabe at his 
88th birthday last month that he 
would exercise his powers and 
call unilaterally for elections 
this year are ill informed and 
misguided,” the party said. 

It said its position as the MDC is that 
a new people-driven Constitution 
should be finalised while electoral, 
security sector and media reforms 
should be put in place first in line with 
the Global Political Agreement (GPA). 
 
“It is absurd for Zanu PF to say it will go 
for elections without these fundamental 
reforms.  

“The issues being raised by the people 
of Zimbabwe, the MDC, AU, SADC 
and President Zuma meet the basic 
requirements to enable the holding of 
free and fair elections in Zimbabwe. 
 
“It is a known fact that Zanu PF is scared 
of elections. This anxiety is not difficult 
to see – all the violence, intimidation 
and threats are a signal of their fear”.  
 
The MDC is ready for elections 
anytime. The Party will never renege 
on the need for an election as it is the 
only way to ensure legitimate people 
lead the nation but it does not approve 
of violence as a means to garner votes.  

Zanu PF should not attempt to score 
cheap political points over issues that 
are very clear.
 
The party said Zimbabweans want 
peace, they deserve to lead better lives 
and be open to make their own choices.

constitutional, media, security sector, 
human rights, Zimbabwe Election 
Commission Secretariat and other 
reforms agreed to by the Principals 
to the GNU.

Hon Biti could not be drawn into 
commenting in detail about why 
there are so many roadblocks on 
the country’s roads and why the 
money was not being channelled to 
Government through treasury as this 
was the mandate of the co-ministers 
of Home Affairs. 

However, the Minister said it was 
meaningless to have more than 
seven roadblocks within the city 
centre and nine between Harare and 
Marondera. He expressed hope that 
the responsible ministry will issue a 
statement soon.

There are fears that money that is 
not being controlled from Central 
Government is being abused and 
may be used to finance Zanu PF 
as it prepares for the forthcoming 
elections.

Finance Minister Tendai Biti also said 
that no revenue from the proceeds 
of diamonds has been received by 
Treasury for the months of January 
and February 2012 as there was no 
auction of the precious mineral.

Hon Biti, however, said that he 
hoped to receive $41,5 million for 
March at the end of the month. When 
that happens, the Minister said, he 
should also get arrears for January 
and February. 

Most of the Government programmes 
were allocated money in the 2012 
National Budget presented  by the 
Minister on 24 November 2011 basing 
on increased diamond sales.

Civil servants have gone on strike 
several times this year demanding 
salary adjustments but Minister Biti has 
told them that treasury has no money. 
However, the Minister  them has assured 
them that he will look into the issue 
once revenue inflows are recorded.

Zanu PF big wigs, the intelligence 
and the uniformed forces, on the other 
hand, have been fingered in the massive 
looting of diamonds in Marange while 
the country is failing to provide basic 
services such as health, electricity, 
water and housing.

Other issues that came out of the 
presentation included the financing of 
capital projects, key among them those 
in Chinhoyi, Victoria Falls, Bulawayo 
and Lupane. Money was also allocated 
for work at Osborne Dam in Manicaland 
and Wenimbi Dam in Marondera which 
has seen the laying of pipes for 5,4 
kilometres. Of the 20 kilometres, the 
rest will be completed by end of March 
2012. 

Work is progressing well at Mtshabezi 
and Tokwe-Mukosi Dams. The 
Tokwe-Mukosi project is one of the 
major infrastructural development 
undertakings that Government is 
funding at a cost of $8 million per 
month.

Minister Biti could not hide his 

disappointment with the slow 
progress of dualisation of the 
Harare-Bulawayo highway. He 
cited the non-completion of the 
Manyame River bridge despite funds 
having been paid to the contractor, 
drawing comparisons with the 
Mukuvisi River bridge along the 
Harare-Masvingo highway where 
tangible results are there for all to 
see. The Manyame bridge is being 
constructed by a private contractor 
while the Mukuvisi bridge is being 
built by Government.  

Government has prioritised funding 
for work at Bindura and Lupane 
universities where halls of residence 
are under construction. The 
National University of Science and 
Technology got an allocation for the 
completion of its Hall.

Other construction projects that 
received funding from the Ministry 
of Finance are the Criminal 
Investigation Headquarters, 
Tomlinson flats, Public Service 
Training School and Chirundu 
Border Post.  

The health sector also benefited from 
Government funding. Minister Biti 
revealed that four cancer treatment 
units have been acquired by the 
Government. 

These will be shared between 
Mpilo Hospital in Bulawayo and 
Parirenyatwa Hospital in Harare.

Mugabe’s promotion of 8 colonels 
to brigadier generals uncalled for
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President Tsvangirai has said that peace 
in Zimbabwe and Africa is a key factor 
for investment and it is the reason why 
policy consistency and stability are vital 
in luring investment.

The President who is also Zimbabwe’s 
Prime Minister said this while delivering 
a keynote addressing at the Times CEO 
Summit Africa in London, the UK. 
 
“Only a legitimately elected 
government, and not an uneasy coalition, 
can develop and implement a common 
vision and programmes that will deal 
with the massive unemployment and 
poverty that Zimbabwe currently 
faces,” President Tsvangirai said. 
 
He said Zimbabwe required a break 
from the past and should have a clear 
programme underpinned by political 
and economic reforms, a commitment 
to the rule of law and respect for 
property rights.

“The immediate challenge for any 
new government in Zimbabwe would 
be creating peace and stability and 
embarking on an aggressive programme 
of infrastructure rehabilitation, 

resuscitation of our manufacturing 
potential and increasing our mining and 
agricultural productivity,” President 
Tsvangirai.

“That is why I urge all of you gathered 
here to support the call for a free and 
fair election in Zimbabwe,” he said.
 
He said the challenge for us as the 
new crop of African leaders is to 
consign repression and mis-governance 
to the dustbins and creating a new 
society with a new ethos and new 
values that poise us for peace, 
stability, investment and growth. 
 
“As I have said, this is important 
because our toxic politics in Africa in 
general and Zimbabwe in particular, 
have been the Achilles heel in our 
quest for investment and growth. 
 
“Some of us represent a new generation 
whose focus is mainly on building 
strong economies, creating jobs 
and developing a qualitative and 
affordable social delivery system 
especially in the fields of health and 
education,” said President Tsvangirai. 

He said his vision for Zimbabwe is a 
place where a credible and legitimate 
government would be able to address the 
issues of enablers such as Information 
Communication Technology, energy, 
road, rail and air transport systems. 
 
“We will have to build a strong 
economy, use market principles with 
safety nets and targeted policies in the 
context of a developmental State to 
promote economic and social justice 
and to provide jobs and uplift the 
people,” said President Tsvangirai. 
 
He said it was encouraging to note that 
foreign direct investment in Africa by 
2015 was projected at US$150 billion, 
which was a sign of great hope for the 
continent.

“The continent is where the next 

bubble is going to be and therefore 
a natural destination of choice for 
capital. Remember I am coming from 
Zimbabwe, where an uneasy coalition 
has shown what bad politics can do to 
prospects of investment and prosperity. 
But I still carry great hopes, both for my 
country and the African continent,” said 
President Tsvangirai.

Peace: key to investment

Harare Magistrate, Kudakwashe 
Jarabini will give his sentence on 
Wednesday on human rights activist, 
Munyaradzi Gwisai and five others 
who were convicted on Monday of 
conspiring to commit public violence.

Today, Gwisai, a former MP for 
Highfield, is the general coordinator of 
International Socialist Organisation 
(ISO), Antoinette Choto, Tatenda 
Mombeyarara, Edson Chakuma, 
Hopewell Gumbo and Welcome 
Zimuto gave their mitigation in court.

Alec Muchadehama, the lawyer 
representing the six presented the 
mitigation. He indicated that the 
convicted activists, on their arrest 
on 19 February 2011, were severely 
tortured by police while in custody, 
and spent some 27 days in prison 
before being granted bail on stringent 
conditions. 

Muchadehama said the convicted 
committed no crime and the police 
who tortured the six activists have not 
been brought to account to date.

Meanwhile, the MDC has denounced 
the conviction of the human rights 
activists

“As part of the inclusive government, 
the MDC dissociates itself from 
claims by the State that the six human 
rights defenders wanted to topple the 
government of Zimbabwe through 
watching video clips.

We totally condemn the persecution 
through prosecution of the six in the 
first place and their conviction today 
at the Harare Magistrates’ Courts is 
another assault on democracy and 
human rights,” the MDC said in a 
statement.

Sentence on Gwisai and 
five others set for Wednesday

President Jacob Zuma

President Tsvangirai

The ailing Zanu PF  secretary - Mugabe
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Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

MDC Ministers in action

Hon Eliah Jembere has said the Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF) was helpful as 
it made his job of bringing change to the 
people of Epworth a reality.

Going around the constituency, 
developmental projects are taking place at 
the initiative of the MP and the MDC led 
Epworth board. While other projects have 
been frustrated by Zanu PF members who 
have flatly refused to see development, 
people in the constituency are generally 
excited about the improvement.

US$49 424.05 was used in the constituency 
from the US$50 000.00 Constituency 
Development Fund given to each 
constituency by the Finance Ministry in 
2009.

“These programmes are aimed at uplifting 
the local community and adding value to our 
educational standards. Some of the projects 
are earmarked at maintaining the good 
appearance of community infrastructure 
which had been neglected for so long,” said 
Hon Jembere.

“US$10 000.00 has been channelled to 
assist the local board in its project of 
building a community hall in Epworth. 
The Community hall costs US$46 000 to 
construct,” said Clr July Gift, who is the 
local board chairperson.

The community hall is still in its formative 
stage, with the plan in place and construction 
work beginning. When we visited the 
constituency, the area set for construction 
was marked out and work was ready to kick 

off.
“Development is what we want to see. 
We are happy with the progress so far as 
it is assisting us in ensuring better living 
conditions for the community,” said clr July.

Flea Market shades were set up in wards 
one to six following a request by the 
predominantly informal traders in the 
constituency for a protected space to 
sell their wares at a cost of US$ 18 795. 
Councillors then submitted the requests, 
which the CDF honoured. However, Zanu 
PF youths who felt intimidated by the 
shades,  brought down two of the shades in 
ward 1 and ward 6. Reconstruction of these 
two was done, but again, the retrogressive 
youths brought down one of them.

Reconstruction of these shades cost US$6 
827.

One resident who refused to be named 
said it was sad that Zanu PF youth thought 
development was bad even when it helped 
them.

“Our problem here is anything that is done 
by the MDC is seen to be bad by Zanu PF, 
even if it benefits their parents and families.
Now we operate in the open and the rainy 
season is upon us because of ill informed 
people like these thugs. I wish that party 
would assist its youths in knowing the 
benefits of development in our community. 
They act like they don’t belong here,” said 
the elderly woman who sells her wares in 
Epworth.

She said the youth are the very people 
who caused the closure of a Spar shop at a 
complex adjacent to the vendors.

“They used to steal and loot from the shop, 
now it is gone. If one has to purchase their 
groceries, we have to get into Harare, yet 
we had a good shop close to home. It is sad, 
and the police need to do their job and arrest 
such errant young people,” she said.

Indeed, in the heart of Epworth is a big, 
beautiful complex with a capacity to host 
proper shops. With suitable investment, 
the place can easily turn into a high class, 
competitive shopping center of the calibre 
of Westgate shopping mall. Right now, it has 
a few bars and a shop that can barely make 
use of the available space.

Project: Infrastructure maintenance; Cost: 
US$ 13 706.55

Hon Jembere said public works programme 
introduced in his area helped clear the 
drainage system, fix the roads that were 
in poor state and rehabilitated boreholes 
among other maintenance programmes that 
were needed in the six wards of Epworth.

Project:  Grading of roads in Domboramwari
Cost: US$ 2 381.00

One resident, Solomon Jusa of 
Domboramwari, ward 3 said the roads 
that were opened and graded have greatly 
assisted the residents in terms of transport 
availability.

“Now Kombis are able to get into the 
residential areas as the roads have made life 
easier. We used to walk to the main road, 
which was a challenge, now, with the roads 
opening up it has helped. We are happy the 
MP took our concerns and turned them into 
tangible evidence that we are all using and 
accessing,” he said.

Another resident said there used to be narrow 
tracks which then had to be expanded to 
ensure accessibility.

“Transport was a challenge before because 
we only had narrow tracks, but now, we 
have wide, though dusty roads. We would 
want the local board to tar these roads for 
us, now that the MP has widened them. We 
are happy that we have the CDF because 
we are able to see development first hand 
here in Epworth. It used to be a discredited 
township, but now it is developing,” said 
Mai Munashe.

Project: Bricks for ECD at Batanai Primary 
School; Cost: US$ 3 060.00

Project: Generator
Location: Zinyengere Primary School
Cost: US$ 1 380.00

Mr Joseph Garakara, the school deputy head 
said they had received the generator with 
both arms as they needed electricity at the 
school.

“We put a proposal with the MP that we 
needed electricity installed at the school, 

but the prices for this were exorbitant. 
So hon. Jembere got us a generator in the 
meantime which is servicing the school. The 
generator is small, and can not contain the 
requirements, but it is something that we 
can use for now, and we are happy,” said Mr 
Garakara.

Epworth has no electricity and the MP 
together with the council are working on a 
mini ZESA substation in Epworth which will 
be able to supply electricity to all residents 
of Epworth outside of the Constituency 
Development Fund.

Project: 3 Computers
Location: Makomo Primary School
Cost: US$ 1 350.00

Benefits:

The school’s deputy head, Mrs Mariwangepo 
said the school received three computers 
from the MP which they used to add to their 
computer lab.

“We got three computers and these helped 
augment our supplies. We are happy that 
we got something off the CDF, and it is 
our desire that we shall get some more 
computers in the next batch of the CDF,” 
she said.

With the CDF, the MP further managed to 
paint the Administration and ECD blocks at 
Epworth Primary School at a cost of US$1 
400. 

“We are now working on repainting the 
whole school now that the CDF began the 
job. The School Development Committee is 
seized with the duty and we are quite happy 
with what we got,” said Mr Magoche, the 
school head.

Hon Jembere said the constituency hoped 
to finish the building of the community 
hall whose construction has begun and to 
finalise the electricity substation project that 
is already in progress.

“We have made significant strides in 
developing Epworth, and it is our hope that 
with each instalment, we are able to do even 
bigger projects that help develop our area. 

Since Hon Biti took over the Finance 
portfolio, there has been stability in the 
economy. He has laid foundations for 
a normal functional economy. This is 
reflected in the macro economic figures. 
Inflation was reduced from 500 billion 
% to an average of 4%. The year-on-
year inflation rate for January 2012 
stood at 4.3% shedding 0.6% on the 
December 2011 rate of 4.9%.

The country has recorded growth rates 
of up to 9% in the last two years. The 
minister has, therefore, done extremely 
well under difficult circumstances. 
MDC has given people respite as well 
as hope.

As a result of a performing economy 
some schools as well as hospitals 
which had closed down have been re-
opened. There is food in Zimbabwe and 

industries are now functional. People 
are now working although a lot more 
work needs to be done to bring down 
the unemployment levels. Some form 
of decency restored but more needs 
to be done. Zanu PF had destroyed 
Zimbabwe to unimaginable levels and it 
will take years to bring back the country 
to its former glory. 

Because the economy had been 
defaced, it will take years for it to 
operate at optimum levels. While 
growth is expected, there are challenges 
in delivering especially as the state of 
infrastructure leaves a lot to be desired. 

The cake is small as of now and measures 
are being put in place to expand the 
supply side but also democratise the 
economy. It is especially challenging 
working within the context where 
there is an unwilling, unresponsive, 
incorrigible, selfish and destructive 
partner like Zanu PF.

Zanu PF had created a dual enclave 
economy which needs to be destroyed. 
There is need to bring 100% access 
to health, education, clean water and 
sanitation facilities to the people of 
Zimbabwe.  

The health sector recently witnessed 
Hon Biti’s benevolence. The Minister 
has released funds towards the purchase 
of four cancer treatment units. These 
will be shared between Mpilo Hospital 
in Bulawayo and Parirenyatwa Hospital 
in Harare. Hon Biti said,

“MDC’s vision is to create a modern, 
stable, integrated and healthy modern 
green state with a $100 billion economy 
in the next 20 years.” 

This, of course, can only happen if the 
cataleptic political situation in respect 
of which Zanu PF is holding the people 
to ransom is corrected. From the 2012 
budget allocation of US$800 million, an 
amount of US$615 million is earmarked 
for infrastructure in energy, water and 
sanitation, transport, ICT, housing and 
social service delivery. For the period 
January – February 2012, a total of 
US$29.2 million had been disbursed for 
various capital programmes.  

The economy at the present moment is 
lopsided because everything is owned 
by a few and serving that minority. 
Indigenisation, as has been framed by 
Zanu PF is not a solution, rather the 
solution is for investment, jobs and the 
upliftment of people. It should be about 
creating conducive environment where 
every Zimbabwean is an actor and 
wealth can be created for the people. 

Zanu PF’s approach seeks to replace a 
white man with a black man without 
expanding the social base. This is not 
sustainable and does not really empower 
anyone. Ultimate empowerment lies 
in education and giving tools, that is, 
capital to create wealth for ourselves. 
Zanu PF is inculcating a culture of 
reaping where one did not sow.  

Hon Biti said the age of grabbing of 
the likes of Long John Silver, Captain 

Babosa and Jack Sparrow died with 
Cecil John Rhodes.

Turning to the banking sector, Hon 
Biti said there is under capitalisation in 
this sector and this has translated into 
underperformance of the productive 
sector of the economy. 

Capitalisation and underproduction is a 
long term issue which will be resolved 
through meaningful Foreign Direct 
Investment in Zimbabwe which will 
see an increase in the capital account 

and long term savings in the economy. 
In the short term, $100 million has been 
injected from the SDR. 
The minister will come up with 
a Banking Act which will reduce 
oversight and deal with issues of 
corporate governance. Fresh paper was 
issued into the economy including $83 
million Treasury bills and $100 million 
infrastructure fund bill through the 
IDBZ. The minister has also ordered 
banks to keep 75% of their deposits 
in Zimbabwe as a way of encouraging 
investment.

Hon Tendai Biti

Hon Eliah Jembere

The MDC condemns in the strongest terms the 
indiscriminate police brutality in Shamva on 
Saturday night.

The deceased, Luxmore Chivambo was fatally 
assaulted while scores are receiving treatment 
at a Bindura hospital when police officers in 
Shamva went on a spree and assaulted residents 
of Ashley Mine randomly on allegations that 
they had stolen US$1.00 and a cellphone from 
the wife of Officer-in-Charge of Shamva Police 
Station only identified as Shumba.

During the raid at the mining, property worth 
thousands of dollars was looted by the police 
officers. It is a shame and very regrettable that a 
life should be lost over property worth less than 
$20. As the MDC we do not condone any form 
of vice but we believe that no amount of money 
is worth more than life.

MDC views the action of the Shamva police 
officers as unprofessional and a clear abuse 
of office and for the relevant authorities to 
come to the bottom of this matter.The MDC 
has been vindicated on its calls for security 
sector realignment in the country before the 

holding of the next elections. Some police 
officers including senior officials are no longer 
upholding the rule of law and abusing their 
powers for personal use and political patronage. 
Security sector realignment will guarantee 
among other issues, the security of the vote, 
security of the voter and security of the people’s 
will to deliver real change.

We find it strange that the police officers in 
Sunningdale, Harare recently in an apparent 
condonement of the action of Zanu PF terror’s 
group Chipangano, led by Jimu Kunaka, 
watched the youths disrupted an MDC rally in 
the area.

At the weekend, police details in Ruwa barred 
the MDC from holding another rally in Ruwa 
claiming they had inadequate manpower 
because of a soccer match in town. The 
security sector in any country should prioritise 
the protection of its country’s citizens. In 
Zimbabwe, however, we have elements in the 
security sector who act as though they are an 
extension of Zanu PF’s security department; 
those who work and lobby for Zanu PF as 
though they are on that party’s payroll.

MDC condemns police brutality in Shamva
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

Masvingo – Chief Murinye, Ephias 
Munoda-wafa of Murinye communal 
lands has summoned Masvingo 
Central, Hon. Jeffryson Chitando 
to the chief’s tribunal for allegedly 
spreading MDC literature and 
holding an MDC rally in the area. 
 
The summons follows the MDC holding 
a well-attended rally at Chenhowe 
Business Centre last weekend.

Chief Murinye wrote to the MP this 
week instructing the legislator to attend 
a hearing at the chief’s court.
 
The document states that Hon. 
Chitando is guilty of circulating MDC 
literature in the area and the MP has 
been summoned to appear for a hearing 
on April 1.
 
“Jeffryson Chitando will appear 
before the chief’s tribunal facing 
charges of circulating MDC 
literature and documents in my area 
–without my consent. 

“While insulting me in 
my area they aforesaid has 
been circulating material that causes 
disharmony and anxiety in my 
area. 

“As a result I want two beasts, 
one goat and $US5 as payment for 
disregarding my authority,” reads part 
of the document.
 
Asked to comment on the development 
Hon. Chitando said he was 
unmoved by the summons as they were 
null and void. 

“I will process my papers and challenge 
the so-called summons. There is no case 
to answer. This is a very clear case of 
violation of the provisions of the GPA.  

“The decision made by the Chief 
is unfortunate and uncalled for. I 
am therefore going to make all the 
necessary measures to expose the 
Chief,” said Hon. Chitando.

Chief Murinye is further demanding 
$10 from the MP for holding a rally in 
the area without notifying the traditional 
leader.
 
Addressing over 500 party supporters 
at the rally at Chenhowe Business 
Centre in Ward 16 Masvingo Central 
last weekend, Hon. Jeffryson Chitando 
said the completion of the constitution-
making process would pave way for 
democratic elections adding the polls 
would only be held after the facilitation 
of the necessary reforms.
 
“I am here to clarify the mist around 
the holding of the much anticipated 
plebiscite. We are now at the sixth stage 
of the Constitution making process - as 
far as the GPA is concerned,” said Hon. 
Chitando.

“However, we have realised that 
Zanu PF no longer wants a new 
Constitution as they do not want free 
and fair lections and so they want 
to force us to go to the polls without the 
new charter. 

“We have now gone through five stages 
of the Constitution making process and 
now are at the drafting stage so do not 
be bothered by the cheap talk about 
elections. 

“The record is straight forward. 
We have to complete the 
constitutional reforms first. The 
referendum is the final stage in the 
constitution making process so if 
a referendum has not yet been held 
how then can we go for polls?” said 
Hon. Chitando.

The MDC has condemned the 
involvement of traditional leaders in 
politics saying they should remain 
apolitical and ensure that our cultural 
values are upheld.

Chief involved in
cheap politicking

The High Court bail application for 
the 29 MDC members who are being 
falsely charged of murder and public 
violence has been postponed for the 
seventh time and will resume at the 
High Court on Wednesday.

The State is expected to make its 
response as a follow up to submissions 
made by the defence last week.

The matter has been postponed several 
times for the past two weeks due to 
the unavailability of the judge, Justice 
Chinembiri Bhunu who is feeling 
unwell to continue with the matter.

During their submissions last week, 
the defence lawyers accused the State 
of going on a “fishing expedition” as 
it has no solid evidence against the 
accused.

The defence lawyers said when the 
accused were arrested last year, 
they were charged with murdering a 
police officer in Glen View, Harare. 
However, when they were indicted 
early this month, the State proffered 
new charges of public violence.

“As far as the defence is concerned, 
the State case is weaker as defined 
by a new charge – on initial remand 
they were only charged for murder 
– but now through indictment, the 
State has proffered public violence 
charges,” said defence lawyer, Charles 
Kwaramba.

“In the minds of the accused the 
State is on a fishing expedition.  We 
believe it is a climb down on the part 
of the State.  It does not have solid 
evidence on the matter and as a result 
the accused are proper candidates for 
bail,” said Kwaramba.

Another defence lawyer, Gift Mtisi said 
the State case was collapsing “like a deck 
of cards.”

“The State had ample time to investigate 
but there is no single witness who 
positively identifies the appellants.  The 
AG (Attorney General) has failed to put 
facts which strengthen the State case.  
They are limping and have proffered 
another charge, which is of public 
violence,” said Mtisi.

After the defence lawyers’ submissions, 
State prosecutor, Edmore Nyazamba 
made an undertaking to make a response 
in the afternoon but the matter was later 
postponed to tomorrow.

Hundreds of MDC officials, members, 
the relatives and friends of the accused, 
packed Court A where the matter is being 
held.

Among the senior MDC officials who 
attended today’s hearing were, Hon. 
Tendai Biti, the party’s Secretary-General 
and his deputy, Hon. Tapiwa Mashakada, 
the Deputy Treasurer-General, Hon. 
Elton Mangoma, the Minister of Housing 

and Social Amenities, Hon. Giles 
Mutsekwa and Harare provincial 
chairperson, Hon. Paul Madzore.

Those accused for the false murder 
charge and public violence charges 
are; Solomon Madzore, the MDC 
Youth Assembly chairperson, 
Last Maengahama, a National 
Executive Committee member, 
Councillor Oddrey Sydney 
Chirombe of Ward 33, Budiriro, 
Councillor, Tungamirai Madzokere 
of Ward 32, Glen View, Cynthia 
Manjoro, Lloyd Chitanda, Stanford 
Mangwiro and Tendai Chinyama. 
 
The others are; Jefias Moyo, Abina 
Rutsito, Gabriel Shumba, Stephen  
Takaedzwa, Linda Madyamhanje, 
Tafadzwa Billiard, Simon Mudimu, 
Dube Zwelibanzi, Simon Mapanzure, 
Augustine Tengenyika and Gapara 
Nyamadzawo, Paul Rukanda, Lazarus 
and Stanford Maengahama, Kerina 
Dewa and Memory Ncube, Rebecca 
Mafukeni, Yvonne Musarurwa, 
Phineas Nhatarikwa and Stanford 
Mangwiro.

State on a fishing expedition

Hon Chitando addresses a rally in Masvingo Central


